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declares the essayist^ fc< that horrid burden and Im-
pediment on the soul which the churches call sin,
and which, by whatever name we call it, is a very
real catastrophe in the moral nature of man,"
Probably most careful readers of Emerson have
been conscious, in some degree, of the almost
casual manner in which he deals with certain
phases of life. Persuasive and powerful as he is,
we feel, at times, that real experiences of the soul
are being glozed over by eloquent words and
phrases. Morley's criticism, however, is quoted
here because it comes from one who could not be
classed as a religious teacher. He may be un-
certain of God; his views on the Bible are not
ours; but he does not for a moment question the
fact and power of sin. That is real. Its existence
cannot be denied.

Some have assumed that sin is a creation of
the Bible, a product of the hour of worship, a
projection of priest and prophet upon the con-
sciousness of the race. It is true that religion,
by its pure revelation, deepens our sense of failure;
but the sense of sin was in existence before the
Bible. The disease was felt when the remedy was
unknown; the riddle perplexed human thought be-